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Thank you to our

COncert Partners!
Thank you to our

COncert Partners!

Want to learn more about becoming a partner for an upcoming event?
Contact the Development Department at 

fundraising@experienceyourarts.org or 330-744-0264
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Marvel Studio Opening

Theme from Captain Marvel

March from Superman

Theme from Batman

Theme from The Avengers

Captain America March from Captain America: The First Avenger

Theme from Spider-Man

Grande Marche Héroique [1826]

Black Panther Suite

Ride of  the Valkyries [1854]

 Finale from William Tell [1829]

The Flight to Neverland from Hook

Theme from Robin Hood: Prince of  Thieves

Marche héroïque, op.34 [1870]

 Hymn to the Fallen

The Raiders March from Raiders of  the Lost Ark
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Erik Ochsner, Guest Conductor
Nate Beagle, Narrator



We’re proud to have the esteemed  
Youngstown Symphony in Mahoning County.

MUSICAL 
MASTERY

A TRADITION OFA TRADITION OF

youngstownlive.com     800.447.8201
@youngstownlive   #VisitYoungstown





ARTIST PROFILE

GUEST CONDUCTOR
ERIK OCHSNER

Conductor Erik Ochsner returns to the Youngstown 
Symphony to lead the last three concerts of the 2024-
2025 season.  Ochsner is considered by audiences 
and critics alike to be one of the leading film-
with-live-orchestra conductors due to his energy, 
attention to detail and precise synchronization.  
His versatility as a conductor has stretched across a 
broad range of repertoire: from conducting as few as 
five performers in contemporary and modern works, 
to leading 300 performers in Live to Projection film 
concerts. Ochsner is Founder and Music Director 
of SONOS Chamber Orchestra (New York City), 
which has commissioned a new work for three 

actors and orchestra called Grandfather Camp: An Orchestral Fantasy based on the 
writings of Erik’s former close friend and neighbor, Dr. Ruth Westheimer. The 
story celebrates the value and various styles of grandparenting!

November 2024 performances in Montreal of Tim Burton’s Nightmare Before 
Christmas, earned high praise: “Erik Ochsner, with surgical precision and palpable 
passion, guided the orchestra through the twists and turns of this complex score.”  
(ATUVU.ca)

In Youngstown, Ochsner has led Ghostbusters Live in Concert; “Musical Titans” 
featuring the music of Strauss, Mozart, and Mahler; Home Alone Live in Concert, 
Unknown and Gorgeous: River and Iron, featuring the music of Copland, Kapp 
(US premiere), Mosolov, Klami (US premiere), Boyer, Picker and Respighi, and a 
concert alongside The Vindys, and most recently, Back to the Future Live in Concert.

Ochsner just returned from Warsaw, Poland where he conducted 20 suites of 
music in a private concert with the Beethoven Academy Orchestra and four vocal 
soloists.  Upcoming concerts include 3 performances each of The Lion King and 
Frozen in Saudi Arabia!

Ochsner was invited to conduct the world premiere of Mary Poppins in Concert (1964) 
at the Sydney Opera House; was Principal Touring Conductor of La La Land Live 
in Concert, for which he conducted 50 performances of Justin Hurwitz’s Academy 
Award and Grammy Award winning score across the globe. On only 40 hours’ 
(bio continued on next page)



notice, he flew to Taiwan to conduct Beauty and the Beast in Concert to fill in for an 
ailing colleague! Last spring, he flew to Louisville on 2 days’ notice to conduct Star 
Wars in Concert Episode 7: The Force Awakens to fill in for an ailing colleague.

In 2023 he conducted a Dia de los Muertos concert with the South Bend Symphony.
Ochsner’s long relationship with the Krakow International Film Music Festival 
has been hugely successful leading sold-out performances in a 16,000-seat arena 
of Pixar in Concert, Frozen, Beauty and the Beast and The Lion King (all performed in 
Polish), plus Disney in Concert: The Magic of Music with the Krakow Film Festival 
Youth Orchestra.

Other films he has conducted: Batman, Bugs Bunny at the Symphony, E.T. the Extra-
Terrestrial, Lord of the Rings: Fellowship of the Ring, Love Actually, Pirates of the Caribbean, 
Star Trek (2009), Star Trek Into Darkness, Star Wars in Concert Episode 4: A New Hope, Star 
Wars in Concert Episode 5: The Empire Strikes Back, Star Wars in Concert Episode 6: Return 
of the Jedi, and Star Wars in Concert Episode 7: The Force Awakens.

Equally comfortable on the concert stage or leading opera, oratorio and multi-
media performances, he has performed in Adelaide, Athens, Beijing, Calgary, 
Dallas, Detroit, Indianapolis, Jakarta, Kitchener-Waterloo, Krakow, Leipzig, 
Louisiana, Louisville, Melbourne, México Ci, Moscow, Nashville, New York, 
Ottawa, Portland, Reykjavik, Richmond, Rochester, Round Top, San Francisco, 
Seattle, Shanghai, Sofia, St. Louis, St. Petersburg, Stockholm, Sydney, Taipei, 
Tampere, Tokyo, Vancouver, and Wellington, NZ.

Ochsner premiered The Music of Star Wars with the National Arts Centre Orchestra 
in Ottawa, a full-length evening production featuring the music of John Williams 
and video game composer Gordy Haab plus the Canadian performers Charlie 
Ross (“The One-Man Star Wars”) and Émilie Fournier; was Music Director and 
conductor of the 2017 Opera America New Works Showcase and was a Guest 
Conductor at the Nanjing (China) Forest Music Festival. Recordings include Brian 
Wilbur Grundstrom: An Orchestral Journey (CD), and Tan Dun’s Tea: A Mirror of Soul 
(DVD). He served as Artistic Advisor to Schirmer Theatrical.

Ochsner attended The Pierre Monteux School, is a graduate of Dartmouth College 
and is a proud Finnish-American dual citizen. He lives in New York City, loves 
travelling, wine and collecting requiem recordings. 

www.erikochsner.com plus Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.

ARTIST PROFILE



The area’s only full service hotel

Our restaurant and lounge is the perfect place to 
start or end your night after hosting your event in 
our ballroom or meeting space

Newly Renovated Hotel with Numerous Awards 
Top 5% out of all Holiday Inn’s in Customer Service

GREAT HOTEL

FULL SERVICE

PERFECTLY LOCATED

SPACIOUS SUITES

Boardman, Ohio is full of great Shopping, 
Restaurants and Entertainment

Check out our Special Packages for more 
information, including Golf & Getaways

No minimum amount of rooms 
to guarantee necessary

Receive a special room rate, and guests can 
cancel up to 6pm of arrival day

Special Consideration on Group Suite Rates

Our suites are large and luxurious featuring a 
65” Flat Screen TV

330.726.1611
www.holidayinnboardman.com

2016  Torchbearer
AWARD WINNER

STRESS FREE ARRANGEMENTS



NPR NEWS, 
CLASSICAL 
MUSIC & MORE.

Your local public radio station and your 
go-to source for classical music listening. 
Tune in at 88.5 FM, on the WYSU app, or 

streaming online at wysu.org

88.5 FM

LOCAL. PUBLIC. RADIO.





The Youngstown Area Jewish 
Federation is proud to support  

The Youngstown Symphony Society.

505 Gypsy Lane, Youngstown, OH 44504
330.746.3251 | jewishyoungstown.org

March 28-30, 2025
Main Stage

May 9-18, 2025
Main Stage

June 6-15, 2025
The Moyer Room

www.youngstownplayhouse.org 330-788-8739







NOW ACCEPTING REGISTRATIONS
FOR THE FIFTH ANNUAL

NOW ACCEPTING REGISTRATIONS
FOR THE FIFTH ANNUAL

Friday, July 25, 2025Friday, July 25, 2025
The Youngstown Country Club

For more information and to register online,
please visit experienceyourarts.org or scan
the QR Code!

Questions? Call 330-259-9651 or 
email fundraising@experienceyourarts.org



The Arnett Family Fund of  the CFMV
Edward W. Barr Charitable Foundation

Florence Simon Beecher Foundation
J. Ford Crandall Memorial Foundation

John S. & Doris M. Andrews Memorial Fund 
of  the CMFV

4100 Westford Pl.
Canfield, Ohio 330-286-8420

Located belowLocated below

Call for Tee Times: Call for Tee Times:   330-286-3870330-286-3870

Your Hometown GetawayYour Hometown Getaway
in Canfieldin Canfield

Call for Tee TimesCall for Tee Times

330-533-8733     3330-533-8733     3
4171 Westford Place • Canfield, OH

www.KennsingtonGolf.comwww.KennsingtonGolf.com
 EXT EXT

Kennsington Features:
• Challenging 18-hole, 7,050 yard, par 71.
• Driving Range & Putting Green.
• Website tee time booking.
• GPS-enhanced electric golf carts.
• Pro Shop & Snack Shack.
• Full Swing Golf Simulator Lounge.
• Kennsington Grille open all year-round.
• Outdoor veranda & patio seating with 

beautiful views of the course.

www.marriott.com/pitcs
www.marriott.com/pitcp

4173 Westford Pl.
Canfield, Ohio 330-533-6880
www.marriott.com/yngcy

4180 Westford Pl.
Canfield, Ohio 330-533-6692

www.Waypoint4180.com



TICKET SPONSORS
DeSalvo Construction Company

SUPPORTERS
IDMI

American Business Center, Inc.

The Arnett Family Fund of  the CFMV
Edward W. Barr Charitable Foundation

Florence Simon Beecher Foundation
J. Ford Crandall Memorial Foundation

John S. & Doris M. Andrews Memorial Fund 
of  the CMFV

John D. Finnegan Foundation
Pollock Company Foundation
Pollock Personal Foundation
Thomases Family Endowment
The Youngstown Foundation
The Kennedy Family Fund 
of  the CFMV

POWERS ROOF 
REPLACEMENT PROJECT

THANK YOU TO THE YOUNGSTOWN FOUNDATION
AND THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

OF THE MAHONING VALLEY

The following donations were made in the memory of  Mr. Edward Smrek, 
long-time supporter of  the Youngstown Symphony Orchestra:

Mary Lynn Altemese
Beth and George Basista

David and Janet Christoff
Edward and Mary Ann Cosentino

Gary and Loretta Esasky
Dr. Beth Sheridan and Thomas Gustinella

Saeda Gray
Michael and Elizabeth Kirwan

Theresa and Frank Kishel

Mary Ellen and John Lenton
Angela Lubonovich
Thomas and Tammy Porter
David Redig/ Knights of  Columbus
Ed and Kathy Sunseri
Judith & Dawn-Marie Trehan
Lori and Collin Trehan
Anthony and Cynthia Wainio
Kathy and Tom Wysenski



First Violin
Rachel Stegeman, Concertmaster
Kia-Hui Tan, Assistant CM
Anne Victoria Nasevich
Hector Marchant
Dena Miller 
Jonathan Moser
Steve Goldbach
Nathanael Turner
Anderson Lacerda
Erick Ramos
Zack Weese
Blake Armstrong

Second Violin
Susan Brenneis Fisher, Principal
Gloria Slocum*
Brendan Considine 
Katherine O’Neill
Sarah Gudbaur
Richard Smrek
Mary Moser
Karen Considine
Robert Pavalko
Carlie Geyer

Viola
Johann Diaz, Acting Principal
Victoria Goettel
Amber Rogers
Charles Alves
Renee Matthews
Jenna Barvitski
Michele Prokop
Jamie Thornburg

Symphonic Superheroes
Erik Ochsner, Conductor 

March 2, 2025 2:30 PM ~ Stambaugh Auditorium 

YOUNGSTOWN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
EXCELLENCE • EDUCATION • TRADITION •  INNOVATION

DeYor Performing Arts Center, 260 West Federal Street, Youngstown, Ohio 44503-1256 
330-744-4269 • youngstownsymphony.com

Cello
Jeffrey Singler, Principal 
Michael Gelfand
Jacqueline Pitman
Cecelia Caughman
Andrea Medina
Silvia Games DuBos
Kyung Won Jeon
Lily Moerschel

Bass
Levee Stadel, Acting Principal
Jeffrey Bremer
Justin Bendel
Mark Stroud
Rachel Kost

Flute
Kathleen Shaffer, Principal
Katherine Umble
Tara Yaney

Oboe
Cynthia Watson, Principal
Sarah Bates-Kennard 
Virginia Kao

Clarinet
KeeheonNam, Principal
Diana Ruffer
Kira Bokalders

Bassoon
Christine Carucci, Acting Principal
Hans Fronberg
Amy Baker

Horn
Emily Schroeder, Principal
Cory Kirby
Heather Johnson
Deborah Jenness

Trumpet
Christopher Krummel, Principal
Tim Winfield
Nieko Disso

Trombone
Chris Brosius, Acting Principal
Julia Dennis
Evan Beachy

Tuba
Yukitada Onitsuka, Principal

Timpani
Robert Barnett, Principal

Percussion
Andrew Pongracz, Principal 
Kenneth Alexander
Bruce Golden
Matt Holm
Torrell Moss

Harp
Nancy Paterson

Piano
Jamie Wilding

Librarian*
Jay Koziorynsky

Personnel Manager*
Gloria Slocum
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Upcoming Events
Monday, March 31, 7:30 PM
Dana Choral Concert
St. Columba Church, Youngstown
Friday, April 4, 7:00 PM
Imani Winds
Ford Theater, Bliss Hall 

Friday, April 11, 7:30 PM
Sunday, April 13, 2:00 PM
Dana Opera presents Alcina
Ford Theater, Bliss Hall  

Sunday, May 4, 4:00 PM
YSU Youth Orchestra
Stambaugh Auditorium

Free & open to the public

YSU.TIX.COM

Free & open to the public

YSU.TIX.COM

Monday,  April 14, 7:30 PM
Jazz Ensemble Concert
Ford Theater, Bliss Hall  Free & open to the public

YSU.TIX.COM
PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS AT

APRIL 06    & 13

APRIL 04-05 & 11-12

SPOTLIGHT THEATER
 Bliss Hall

University Theater presents...

2:00 PM

7:30 PM





Season 
Subscribers

Please consider joining us as a Youngstown Symphony Season Subscriber 

and enjoy the following benefits:

  • Discounts on individual ticket prices  • Free Parking
• Invitations to exclusive subscriber events

For more information, please contact the box office at DeYor Performing Arts Center 
by calling 330-259-9651

Mara & Chet Amedia
Amy Banks
Paula Barrett
George Beelen
William Begalla
Lisa Bircher
Alexa Blackann
Bill Bloomfield
Adam Bondor
Karen Bovard
Mary Ellen Brannigan
Barbara Brothers
Mark Brown
James Callen
Lois Campbell
Joseph Carrier
Diane Chermely
Christopher Chuirazzi, MD
Richard Clautti
Linda Cooper
Ron Cormier
Guy Coviello
Dr. John Cox
Dr. Michael & Wendy Crist 
Elizabeth Crowll
Linda Cuttings
Harry Dampf
Tavia Day
June Deeley
Benedetto Degennaro
Phil & Chris Dennison
Dolores Despetorich
Beth Detec
Tommy Dickinson
James  Douglass
Jennifer Downie
Gerald Dreier
Helen Dunn
Donna Eusanio
John Fahey
Al & Suzanne Fleming
Janet Flynn
Geraldine Flynn
Jill Frommelt

MariAlyce Garvis
James & Tina Marie Gasior
Mark & Jennifer Gasser
Michael Gelfand
James Gomochak
Ron Goulish
Thomas Grahek
John Halchuck
Eileen Hall
Zachary Hall
Angela Hradil
Emily Huston
Samuel Inskeep
Thomas James
Nils Paul Johnson
Diane Jordon
Beverly Kalmer
Roberta Kennedy
Margaret Klein
Glenn Kramer
Thomas Kraszewski
Thomas Kunkel
Bonnie Lambert
Patrick & Christine Lankey
Arthur Lattanzi
Gary Lehman
Mary Ann Limmer
Deborah Liptak
Lisa Long
Lew Lowery
Sharon Luklan
Laura Malloy
Richard & Ronna Marlin
Cheryl McArthur
Deborah McCullough
William McNally
Lisa Medved
Katie Merrill
Angela Messenger
Laura & Donald Miller
Mary Lou Moore
Jeanne Mosure
Rebecca Murray
Father Edward P. Noga

Dorothy Palguta-Tesner
Tedrow Perkins
Karen Perko
Kevin Peters
Mary Jo Pokabla
William Rauber
Lawrence Richards
Jeff Sanson
Lois Schneider
Scott Schulick
Marcey Sebest
Janis Seidler
August Selak
Trudy Seymour-Evans
Mike Shepherd
Tom & Katie Shipka
Janet Shoemaker
Msgr. Robert Siffrin
Charles & Barbara Singler
John Slanina
Walter Spikell
Tracie Stephens
Margaret Stetts
Alan W. Stiver
Jorine Stone
Linda Susany
Deborah Taylor
Ron Taylor
Nancy Terlesky
Maureen Tighe-Brown
Dan Trinckes
Martin Tursky
Lana Vanauker
Judith Waddington
William Wainio
Lester Walker
Barbara Walko
William & Carole Weimer
Leslie Williams
Cody Wyatt
Heather Yanak
Barbara Zorn
Msgr. John Zuraw

2024/2025



Please consider joining us as a Youngstown Symphony Season Subscriber 

and enjoy the following benefits:

  • Discounts on individual ticket prices  • Free Parking
• Invitations to exclusive subscriber events

For more information, please contact the box office at DeYor Performing Arts Center 
by calling 330-259-9651

Dorothy Palguta-Tesner
Tedrow Perkins
Karen Perko
Kevin Peters
Mary Jo Pokabla
William Rauber
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Jeff Sanson
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Marcey Sebest
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44 E. FEDERAL PLAZA

YOUNGSTOWN, OH 44503

330-333-8284
www.hilton.com

• 

 neo-classical architecture throughout

• 125 tastefully appointed guest rooms

 including 18 spacious suites

• Approximately 5,000 Square Feet of

 

• Large Fitness Center & Business Center

• Bistro 1907  –  Restaurant & Lounge
330-333-8284

44 E. FEDERAL PLAZA
YOUNGSTOWN, OH 44503

330-333-8284
www.hilton.com

•

•

•

•
•
•

Historical building featuring beautiful 
Neo-classical architecture throughout
125 tastefully appointed guest rooms 
including 18 spacious suites
Approximately 5,000 Square Feet of 
Meeting & Event Space
Large Fitness Center & Business Center
Bistro 1907 – Restaurant & Lounge
Hilton’s Made Market for fresh food to-go 
options



LECTURE
S E R I E S

TheGianni
RUSSO:EXPERIENCE

GODFATHER

For More Information and a
full List of Events, Please visit

experienceyourarts.org 

Upcoming Events

Y O U N G S T O W N  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T YT U E S D A Y
M A R C H  1 1  

S T E V I E  V A N  Z A N D T

S T A M B A U G H
A U D I T O R I U M

C O N C E R T  H A L L

7:00 PM

Spring Concert
Tuesday April 15, 2025 7:30pm

Stambaugh Auditorium Concert Hall

March 27, 2025
Ford Family Recital Hall
DeYor Performing Arts Center

TO BENEFIT THE  
RAY MANCINI FOUNDATION



This publication lists names of  donors who have made unrestricted gifts, pledges and in-kind 
donations of  $100 or more between 4/12/2024 and 2/19/2025.

The mission of  the Youngstown Symphony Society is to promote community-wide 
education, appreciation and the tradition of  exceptional music, and to preserve the 
Warner Brothers Theater (Edward W. Powers Auditorium), a part of  the DeYor 
Performing Arts Center.

As a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization, the Youngstown Symphony Society is 
committed to providing the highest quality experience at a reasonable rate and 
to make its programming accessible to all. Because ticket revenue covers only a 
small portion of  programming and operating costs, the Youngstown Symphony 
Society relies on philanthropic support from corporate sponsors, underwriters 
and individual donors to help to provide Symphony concerts and a wide array of  
educational and community outreach programs.  

With gratitude, the Youngstown Symphony Society gratefully acknowledges the 
support of  these individuals, institutions and corporations whose annual gifts help 
to make possible the Society’s programming, educational and outreach activities. 

The Youngstown Symphony Society Donors

$1,000 - $2,499
898 Marketing* 

Charles and Belinda E. Bates
Carl G. James

Karen Bovard and Stephen Jones
Dan and Chris Trinckes

$5,000 - $9,999
Dr. Chester and Mara Amedia

The Schwebel Family Foundation 
Dr. Paul and Shirley Stanley

Valley Economic Development Partners
The W.P. Williamson, Jr. Fund of  The 

Youngstown Foundation

$2,500 - $4,999
DeSalvo Construction*

Nils and Kathleen Johnson
David A. and Janet L. Flynn Family 

Foundation of  the CFMV
 

$500 - $999
Barbara Brothers

James and Christina Dascenzo
Phil and Chris Dennison 

Gardiner*
Gasser Chair Company*

HBK CPAs and Consulting*
Jaminet Engineering*

Packer Thomas*
Edward and Mary Lou Palguta

Dorothy Palguta-Tesner
Rev. Msgr. Robert Siffrin

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Singler
Gloria Slocum in Memory of  

William B. Slocum
Herbert Soss

Alan and Linda Stiver 
University Electric*

YSU Cliffe College of  Creative Arts*
William and Barbara Zorn

$10,000+
Anonymous

(Donations continued on next page)

* indicates sponsor of  the 2024 Fore! The Arts Golf  Classic



$250 - $499 

$100 - $249

* indicates sponsor of  the 2024 Fore! The Arts Golf  Classic

The Youngstown Symphony Society Donors
(continued)

21 WFMJ* 
Boak & Sons*

Joe and MaryEllen Brannigan
Dr. and Mrs. Christopher Chuirazzi, M.D.

Mike and Wendy Crist*
Al and Suzanne Fleming

Thomas E. Grahek
H.D. Growth Partners*

Johnson & Johnson Law Firm*
J.M. Verostko, Inc.*

Kilpatrick, Karzmer, Yerian Insurance Group*
Danielle Langlois

Deborah McCullough
Father Edward Noga

Satin Sound Systems*
Schaefer Equipment*

SERVPRO*
Tom and Katie Shipka

SSB CPAs*
Stifel*

Jorine Stone
Strollo Architects*

Wee Ones Pediatrics*
The Youngstown Playhouse*

Edward Reese
Youngstown-Warren Regional Chamber*

The YSU Foundation*

Paul Allen and Scott McCoy
The Avamar Foundation

Mrs. Richard Barrett
Debra Burger

Thomas J. Chirichella M.D.
Donna and Mark Eusanio
William and Angela Hradil

Thomas Kunkel

Chris and Elliot Legow
Deborah S. Liptak

Bonita Lambert
Thomas McCarthy
Mrs. Rosalyn Miller

Nick and Diane Rosian
Walter and Stella Spikell
Rick and Debbie Taylor

Thank you to the following donors who donated with amplified affect to the 
Youngstown Symphony Agency Fund with the Community Foundation of  the 

Mahoning Valley during our Giving Tuesday campaign:

Dr. Chester and Mara Amedia
Karen Bovard and Stephen Jones

James and Christina Dascenzo
Dani Dier

Carrie LaRocca
Edward Leonard
John A. Mancino

Dr. Gregory Huang and Natalie Lariccia 
Leslie A. Brown in memory of  Dorothy Brown

Linda Cooper in memory of  Frank and Lotis Cooper
Erik Ochsner, in memory of  Randall Craig Fleischer

Chris and Kris Jaskiewicz
David and Alicia Kosec 

Matthew Pagac
Matthew Shrake

Tyler Stouffer
Barb B. Zorn
Anonymous

Join the individuals who have already chosen to support your Youngstown Symphony Orchestra by 
joining the Youngstown Symphony Annual Giving Society.

For more information, visit youngstownsymphony.com or call at 330-744-0264.

Every gift is instrumental!  Thank you for your support.





Sweeney

Proud Supporters of 
Youngstown Symphony Orchestra, 

Youngstown Playhouse, 
Stambaugh Auditorium,

and Opera Western Reserve.

330-759-8145

330-759-7275 1491 West Liberty St., 
Hubbard, OH 44425

desalvoinc@dccgc.com

Celebrating 40 years of delivering projects to our Valley.


